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The previous ESSC Plenary meeting
ASI, Rome, 17 - 20 May



Summary of ESSC activities 
since May 2016

Å European Space Strategy Consultation : 23 June

ï All panels

Å ESSC operational/Finance plan for 2016-2018 : 24 June

Å EFOs meeting : 30 June (by teleconference)

Å SSAC meetings : 1-2 June and 26-27 Oct., ESA HQ

Å HESAC meetings : 26 July and 9 Sept., ESTEC

Å Contribution to the Space4Inspiration Conference : London, 
13-15 Sept. 2016

Å Interactions with ESA on space programme : 21-22 Sept. 

ï Coustenis, Binetruy, Chouker, Eymard, Fraser, Lara, Opgenoorth, 
Paar, Udry, Veefkind, Walter

Å Contribution to the EC DG GROWTH Horizon 2020 SPACE 
Consultation workshop : 26-27 Sept. 2016

ï B. Feuerbacher and H. Opgenoorth

Å HiSPAC meeting : 5 Oct., ESA HQ

Å SSB meeting : 2-4 Nov., Irvine, CA, USA

Å Position and recommendation on ESA pg for CMIN : 7 Nov.

ï All panels
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European Space Strategy Consultation

ÅESSC position 
developed by email 
and 
teleconferences 
with the panel 
chairs

ÅProvided to EC on 
23 June 2016 
(deadline was 15 
July)
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ÅESSC Contribution Structure:
ï Innovation for Space Sciences, Innovations for Citizens

ï Space Research at the service of the European citizens

ÅSpace Situational Awareness

ÅEnvironmental Sciences

ÅHealth Research and Life Sciences

ÅMaterial and Physical Sciences

ï Transversal issues

ÅBig Data

ÅReaping the benefits of Cubesats

ÅStrengthening European Scientific Capabilities

ÅEuropean Talents

ï European Structural Aspects

ï New EC Strategic Space Programme

ï The Need for an advisory Body for Space Sciences Serving 
Europeôs Space Strategy
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European Space Strategy Consultation



SSAC meetings

1-2 June and 5 October 2016, ESA HQ

Å Discussion on call for ñnew science ideasò and the F-
mission (evolution from small missions) profile and 
programmatic implications and later on results of the call for 
new science ideas : 26 proposals

Å Results of the M5 call ïapproach endorsed by the SSAC : 
25 proposals received

Å Report on international relations and cooperation within the 
science space programme

Å Reports on 

» Projects under development

» Future mission studies status

» Missions in orbit and operations

» Recent science highlights from the program

Å Use of scientific data for outreach purposes

Å Scientific Programme proposal for CMIN discussions and 
interactions

Å Reports from working groups
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HESAC meetings
26 July and 26-27 October 2016, ESTEC

Å Discussion on the European Exploration Envelope (E3P) 
programme

ï HESAC issued a recommendation to which the ESSC 
provided input

ï The PB-HME Was informed of the more detailed ESSC 
position 

Å Selection of the IDSs and Guest Scientists on ExoMars

Å Reports on 

» Recent developments on Human Spaceflight and Robotic 
Exploration Programmes with astronauts in space 

» From the SSEWG

» Lunar-resource mission

» ISECG Science White paper

Å Discussion on possible interactions between the Physical 
and Life Sciences 
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HiSPAC meeting

5 October 2016, ESA HQ

Å At the last HiSPAC meeting, the role of the 
committee was discussed with the DG.

Å The spirit and context of the DGôs proposal to the 
Ministerial was presented

Å The E3P proposal was presented

Å The EO proposal was presented 

Å The ESSC Chair presented the committeeôs 
position and recommendations on the different 
programmes

Å In closed session the committee discussed the DG  
proposal and made some recommendations
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Space4Inspiration Conference

14-15 September 2016, London

Å Organised by ESA D-HSRE in the Science Museum London

Å Focussed on óNew Spaceô in the context of ISS and Space 
Exploration

Å ESF contributed through the ISS Success Stories award

Å Event likely to be organised every two years, with a different 
focus but always in the areas of D-HSRE ISS activities.
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EC DG GROWTH Horizon 2020 

SPACE Consultation workshop

26-27 September 2016, Brussels

ÅESSC invited to contribute to the discussion ï
Keynote Contribution and panel discussion. 

ÅValuable contribution of the ESSC to the 
discussion and debate

ÅBerndt and Hermann represented the 
Committee. 

ÅFocussed on transversal issues, data and 
space weather
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Space Studies Board Meeting

2-4 November 2016, Irvine, USA (fall meeting)

ÅChair and Exec Secr presented the latest ESSC 
activities and the recommendations on the ESA 
C-MIN programme proposals

ÅMore info to be provided in Michaelôs talk
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ESSC contribution to C-MIN 2014

ESSC delivered a statement !



ÅStarted with Rome spring Plenary Meeting

ÅD-SCI appointed by ESA DG to link with ESSC on 
C-MIN matters ïF. Favata as operational point of 
contact

ÅWork continued throughout Augusté

ÅDraft E3P provided to HESAC in advance of the 
early September meeting

ïLPSP and SSEP provided inputs to the questionnaire 
circulated, which went into the HESAC 
recommendations + the PB-HME meeting

ÅEO, SCI, E3P documents provided on 13 September 
- SSA documents requested and provided at a later 
stage
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ESSC contribution to C-MIN 2016



ESSC contribution to C-MIN 2016

ÅMeeting at ESTEC of ESSC delegation (9 members) with 
ESA representatives on 21-22 September (D. Parker, M. 
Heppener, F. Favata, M. Borgeaud)

ÅESSC participants were : A. Coustenis, P. Binetruy, A. 
Choukèr, L. Eymard, H. Fraser, L.M. Lara, H. 
Opgenoorth, G. Paar, S. Udry, P. Veefkind and N. Walter

ÅNumerous exchanges with chairs, panel members, ESA 
representatives in Sept-Oct. 
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ESSC contribution to C-MIN 2016

ÅFirst preliminary findings 
presented at the 
HiSPAC meeting on 5 
October 

ÅFinal Document 
provided to ESA on 3rd

November

ÅProvided to ESA DG 
Cabinet + 130+ 
individuals + former 
ESSC members

ÅESSC Short statement 
to be written
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
REPORT
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ESF Spaceïrelated activities

(Implemented by ESSC Secretariat)

ÅEC Projects
ïMASE (FP7 CSA) www.mase-eu.org

ï DEMOCRITOS (H2020 CSA) http://democritos.esf.org/

ï BIOWYSE (H2020 R&I) 

ï PPOSS (H2020 CSA)

ï EUROPLANET (H2020 RI) http://www.europlanet-eu.org/

Å ESA contract

ï Planetary protection categorisation of Phobos/Deimos + ExoMars

2020 landing site studies

http://www.mase-eu.org/
http://democritos.esf.org/
http://www.europlanet-eu.org/


ESSC funding Organisations

Å30 June 2016 by teleconference

ÅRequested following the Dec. 2015 meeting

ÅSeven EFOs participating

ïASI

ïESA

ïNorges Forskningsrad

ïSwedish National Space Board

ïCNES

ïAKA Finland

ïUK Space Agency
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ESSC funding Organisations

ÅMeeting objectives:

ïReview the progress since Dec. 2015

ïReview and discuss the ESSC 2016-2018 
operational plan

ïReview and discuss the 2015-2018 budget/budget 
plan

ïGeneral discussion on ESSC activities

ÅOverall pretty positive feedbacks on ESSC 
activities and achievements

ÅAgreement on ESSC operations and budget plans

ÅOpened the way for call for 2016 contribution
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