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Switzerland in Space



Role of the Swiss Space Office

The Swiss Space Office is part of the State 

Secretariat for Education Research and Innovation 

(SERI), its role is to 

Å prepare and implement the Swiss Space Policy

Å represent Switzerland in the ESA Council and its 

subordinate bodies

Å implement the complementary national activities

Å coordinate space activities at Federal level 

Å point of contact for industry and academia in 

Switzerland

2

© ESA



Swiss Space Policy

3 Pillars

Å Development and utilization of space 

infrastructures of space applications and services

Å Sustainable engagement in space research and 

exploration

Å Switzerland ïa competitive and reliable partner

Switzerland safeguards its national interests through 

targeted cooperation, mainly through its participation 

in ESA Programs and other European or international 

activities
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Swiss Space Budget in R&D

Budget 2018: ~ 156 Mio EUR

Å 95%ESA

Å 5%Complementary National Activities

Participation in ESA secures for Switzerland:

Å Access to procurements

Å Access to data

Å International collaboration
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Main Swiss Actors

Academic Expertise

Å > 10 Science- and technical institutes involved in science

Å Academic and industrial capabilities to develop complex 

scientific instruments

Industry

Å Roughly 70 industrial partners

Å 4 Main actors: RUAG Space, APCO Technologies, 

Thales Alenia Space and ViaSat

Å Most visible domains: scientific instruments, atomic clocks, 

payload fairings, optical communication, high precision 

mechanisms, spacecraft structures
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Impressions
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