
European Space Sciences Committee 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE  

EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 2025  
“The only way to define your limits is by going beyond them” – Arthur C. Clarke 

We emphatically urge Delegations to fully support the science–driven 

elements of the ESA Mandatory, Exploration, and Earth Observation 

programmes at CM25, whilst championing additional European investment 

in Earth Observation for security purposes. 

At a time of rapid and disruptive geopolitical change, this is not just a 

funding decision but a strategic choice.  

By investing boldly in ESA's science programmes today, Europe will position 

itself as a global leader in scientific discovery, as a guardian of our planet, a 

pioneer of the new space economy, and a beacon of inspiration for future 

generations, uplifting European aspirations for a better tomorrow.  
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Strengths, Opportunities, Aspirations, Results (SOAR) 
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https://www.essc.esf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Uplifting-Science-II.pdf


1 The ESA Mandatory Science Programme 

“Now is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less” – Marie Curie 

1.1 Strengths 



1.2 Opportunities 

 

 



1.3 Aspirations 

 
 

1.4 Results 



1.5 Observations and Recommendations 

1.6 Comments and Recommendations concerning the NASA situation 

  



2 The ESA Human and Robotic Exploration Programme 

“It’s human nature to stretch, to go, to see, to understand. Exploration is not a choice really; it’s an 

imperative” – Apollo astronaut Michael Collins 

2.1 Strengths 

 
 

 

2.2 Opportunities 





2.3 Aspirations 

2.4 Results 



2.5 Observations and Recommendations 

2.6 Comments and Recommendations specifically concerning the NASA situation 

 
  

  

  
 



3 The ESA Earth Observation Programme 

“Man must rise above the Earth, to the top of the atmosphere and beyond, for only thus will he fully 

understand the world in which he lives” (attributed to Socrates) 

3.1 Strengths 

https://www.essc.esf.org/2025/01/21/news-eo-brochure/


3.2 Opportunities 



3.3 Aspirations 

3.4 Results 



3.5 Observations and Recommendations 

3.6 Comments and Recommendations concerning the NASA situation 



4 Transverse Issues 

“Everything connects to Everything Else” – Leonardo DaVinci 

4.1 System Science and Space Weather  

4.2 Future Enabling Systems and Technologies 



4.3 Atmospheric Impact of Re–entry and Launches  

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

4.4 Strengthening Public Awareness and Support 



5 The Value of ESA Science 

  

By investing boldly in ESA's science programmes today, Europe will 

position itself as a global leader in scientific discovery, as a guardian of 

our planet, a pioneer of the new space economy, and a beacon of 

inspiration for future generations, uplifting European aspirations for a 

better tomorrow. 

 



ROLES NAME AFFILIATION 

ESSC EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ASTRONOMY AND FUNDAMENTAL PHYSICS PANEL 

SOLAR SYSTEM AND EXPLORATION PANEL 

LIFE AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES PANEL 

EARTH SCIENCES PANEL 

SYSTEM AND TECHNOLOGY PANEL 



 


